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Remarks ; 

1. Rejections . 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation that the Examiner indicates that claims 
50-55 contain allowable subject matter and that these claims would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including the limitations of their base claims. Further, claims 13, 14, and 16- 
20 now stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as allegedly rendered obvious by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,156,064 to Chouinard in view of Thoratec Products Information. Applicants respectfully 
traverse these rejections. 

2. Chouinard in view of Thoratec Products Information . 

As noted above, claims 13, 14, and 16-20 stand rejected as allegedly rendered 
obvious by Chouinard in view of Thoratec Products Information. Applicants are amending 
claims 13, 14, and 16 to include the limitations of allowable claims 50, 52, and 54, respectively. 
Therefore, claims 13, 14, and 16, and the claims dependent therefrom, are allowable. Further, in 
accordance with the Examiner's suggestion, Applicants are rewriting claims 51, 53, and 55, in 
independent form to include the limitations of their base claims. In view of these amendments, 
Applicants maintain that the obviousness rejections of claims 13, 14, and 16-20 now are moot, 
and Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw the obviousness rejections. 

Conclusion ; 

Applicants respectfully submit that this application, as amended, is in condition 
for allowance, and such disposition is earnestly solicited. If the Examiner believes that an 
interview with Applicants' representatives, either in person or by telephone, would expedite 
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prosecution of this application, we would welcome such an opportunity. 



Dated: March 29, 2005 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 




The Warner; Suite 1300 
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2400 
(202) 639-7700 (telephone) 
(202) 639-7890 (facsimile) 

JBA/dw 
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